
Competition Framework



Cricket 
 

  
 
Guidance Document  
 
Who is involved 
 
ECB is in the process of a comprehensive review of its own, and the game’s wider, 
provision of competition for young people in schools, clubs and across the player 
pathway. 
 
The process has focused on the young player and is seen as an everevolving one 
based around : 
 

• A fundamental understanding of the LTAD Framework  
• A full evaluation of existing competitions 
• A managed process aligning existing and new competitions 

 
A steering group consisting of all aspects of the management and delivery of the 
game and including the English Schools Cricket Association, Cricket Foundation, 
ECB Cricket, Performance, Club, Women/Girls and Disability Units. The Framework 
has therefore been able to take an integrated, coherent and objective view of its 
competitive programmes. 
 
National Contact 
 
Nick Marriner, ECB Policy and Research Manager Tel : (0207) 432 1200 
E-mail : Nick.Marriner@ECB.co.uk
Keith Tomlins, ECB Performance Manager Tel : (0207) 432 1200 
E-mail : Keith.Tomlins@ECB.co.uk
 
Benefits 
 
The process has enabled ECB to cement competition within an integrated player 
pathway and focus its delivery networks on ensuring children are playing in 
competitions that are : 
 

• Appropriate for their age 
• Appropriate for their ability 
• Fully integrated within a coaching and development programme 
• Ensure a balance between coaching, competition, and rest 

 

mailto:Nick.Marriner@ECB.co.uk
mailto:Keith.Tomlins@ECB.co.uk


Key Messages 
 

• Integrated planning by County Cricket Board/County Sports Partnership 
• Full integration with wider development programmes, funding and support 
• Managed via County Cricket Board Operational Management Groups 

including : 
o County Cricket Board/CSP Core Team 
o Local Authority Sports Development Officer(s) 
o School Sport Partnership(s) 
o Competition Manager(s) 
o Focus Clubs 

• More focused demand for appropriate and high quality competition 
• Players underpinned by multi skill/sport Fundamentals programme 
• Appropriate competition offered throughout full length of cricket season 
• Provision for all ages up to U15 
• Mirrored programme for boys and girls 
• Disability programme focused at School, Club and County levels 
• Talented players identified at U13 
• Talented players supported by a robust integrated management network 

 
Supporting Resources 
 
ECB offers a wide-ranging network of Focus Club Community Clusters, District, 
County, Emerging Players and Academy programmes. These are supported by 
comprehensive ECB/ESCA Competitions, Equipment, Coaching Resources, Coach 
and Teacher Education, Volunteer Recruitment and Facilities. 
 
For details on available resources contact your local County Cricket Development 
Manager. Contact details can be found at www.ecb.co.uk
 
The Framework 
 
 
Key Stage/Year Group 
 

 
Recommended Competition 

 
Key Stage 2, Years 3 & 
4 

 
Multi-skills Festivals 
ECB ASDA Kwik Cricket Competition Formats 

 
Key Stage 2, Years 5 & 
6 

 
Multi-sport Competition 
Competition with appropriate coaching programme 
ECB ASDA Kwik Cricket Competition Formats 
ECB NatWest Inter Cricket Competition Formats 

 
Key Stage 3, Years 7 & 
8 & 9 

 
Multi-sport Competition 
Competition with appropriate coaching programme 
ECB NatWest Inter Cricket Competition Formats 
ECB Lady Taverners Girls Indoor Competition Formats 

 
Key Stage 4, Years 10 
&11 

 
Inter-school League and Cup Competitions 
Competition with appropriate coaching programme 
ECB NatWest Inter Cricket Competition Formats 
ECB Hardball Competition Formats 
ECB Lady Taverners Girls Indoor Competition Formats 

http://www.ecb.co.uk/


Delivery 
 
Through its network of 39 County Cricket Boards and Development Managers, ECB 
will be working, in conjunction with County Sports Partnerships, towards 
comprehensive, long term County Development Plans. These plans will articulate 
and agree key strategic priorities for the game locally based around identified Focus 
Club Community Clusters. 
 
The 1,450 identified Focus Club Community (School) Clusters are both the delivery 
hub and main vehicle for prioritisation of resource locally. They are therefore the 
priority, but not the exclusive, focus for the Competition Framework. 
 
Consequently the message behind the Framework is a simple one. ECB asks that 
the planning and delivery of local Competition falls within a wider and fully integrated 
cricket development programme.  
 
As such ECB sees, and can offer, significant added value by working through a 
wholly integrated planning and co-ordinated delivery process. ECB therefore asks 
Competition Managers to link in to this process strategically via the County Cricket 
Board Operational Management Groups and their strategic development plan and, 
operationally, via the nationwide network of District Cricket Development Groups. 
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