=

Competition Framework

Youth Sport Trust



Table Tennis

Background
The table tennis framework has been developed jointly between the English Table Tennis
Association and the English Schools’ Table Tennis Association.

National Contact (temporary)
Diccon Gray (National Development Manager, English Table Tennis Association)
E-mail : Diccon.gray@etta.co.uk Tel: (01424) 722525

Benefits of involvement in the Table Tennis framework:

. the Butterfly TT skills circuit - a new schools festival catering for up to 64 ‘players’
. activities that encourage mixed gender and all abilities
" school-club link partnership opportunities

Key Messages:

e Who needs a table? — Table Tennis tables are NOT a requirement to be able to
introduce and deliver enjoyable and purposeful bat/ball activities at Key Stage 2.

e Table Tennis can help train young leaders — The TT Networker (youth leadership
award) teaches young people how to plan and deliver the Butterfly TT skills circuit.
The skills circuit can be used as a primary schools festival involving up to 64 young
people.

e Inclusive activities - table tennis is a recognised sport for all disabilities and has a
polybat — an established game for those children with severe disabilities.

e Racket skill development - 4 racket sports governing bodies (table tennis,
badminton, tennis and squash) working closely to encourage generic racket skills
through a racket skills award course for teachers, coaches, lecturers.

Supporting Resources
= School team match sheets — for central venue (4-a-side) league matches

= Draw sheets - for individual group and knock out tournaments

= Butterfly TT skills circuit - 8 activity stations using transferable bat/ball skills to
develop hand-eye co-ordination in a competitive environment. Suitable for use in pairs
or as an inter school team festival involving up to 64 players (at Key Stage 2 & 3).

. TT Networker - enables young leaders to organise safe, enjoyable and purposeful
Table Tennis activities, and helps provide a lead into Table Tennis coaching, organising
competitions, umpiring, Table Tennis development and an awareness of equality issues in
the sport.

= Butterfly TT skills programme - designed to support teachers/coaches/leaders
through the provision of lesson plans, competition/festival ideas, skill practices and skills
awards with 2 levels specifically designed for polybat. (Autumn 2007 launch. There is a
charge for these items)

. Junior Umpire Award - designed to increase knowledge and practical umpiring
skills.


mailto:Diccon.gray@etta.co.uk

= Polybat Information Booklet — designed to support teachers/coaches/leaders on
how the game is played, the rules of the game and the classification of the game.

English Table Tennis Association: www.etta.co.uk
English Schools’ Table Tennis Association: www.estta.org.uk

Framework summary:

Summary of the Table Tennis young people competition framework

PRIMARY (7-11) SECONDARY (11-16) COMMUNITY
Racket skills festivals Butterfly TT skills circuit festivals County and Regional Trials
Butterfly TT skills circuit festivals 4-a-side central venue leagues National Cadet League
English Schools’ Table Tennis Individual tournaments National Junior League
Association team and individual
competitions English Schools’ Table Tennis Junior Open tournaments
Association team and individual
competitions Disabled Team Competition (TBC)
Disabled Grand Prix Events

Delivery
Competition managers will have free access to the above supporting resources required to
deliver Table Tennis.

ETTA Regional Development Officers will be a point of contact to offer planning assistance
and facilitate links with clubs, community Table Tennis coaches, and other volunteers at
local level who may be able to help with delivery. The TT Networker (youth leadership
award) is an ideal volunteer training tool to assist delivery.

Working with Competition managers

Key ‘point of planning’ in county areas
ETTA Regional Development Officers (full time). Details from Sheila King (ETTA
Development secretary, tel: 01424 456221 e-mail: sheila.king@etta.co.uk)

How Senior Competition Managers/Competition Managers should work with table
tennis

ETTA RDO (and appropriate volunteers?) to attend a joint meeting with other sports and all
Competition Managers in the county as a first introduction/planning exercise. Table Tennis
‘selling slot’ opportunity (10 minutes?) to give sport background/aspirations.

Follow-up one-to-one meetings/speed dating sessions giving local table tennis scene
details and planned activity delivery.

Existing data sources

Club and coach databases (PremierClub — the national programme for club development
has a detailed database profile of approximately 160 clubs across the country — 80 clubs
are accredited).

All coaches on the database are qualified and CRB-checked.

County schools contacts — available from Regional Development Officers or Sheila King
(01424) 456221.

Priority work areas



http://www.etta.co.uk/
http://www.estta.org.uk/

The priority areas within the framework to be developed for Key Stage 2 are intra-school,
inter-school and partnership-based Butterfly TT skills circuit festivals. Festivals are ideal for
incorporating young leaders and Step into Sport (SiS) volunteers.

The priority for Key Stage 3 and 4 is to promote and organise the partnership level team
competitions that feed into the ESTTA area school team competition.

English Table Tennis Association works in tandem with English Schools’ Table
Tennis Association.
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