
Competition Framework



 
Who is involved 
The competitions review has been undertaken by the LTA in liaison with the British Schools Tennis 
Association (BSTA). The aim is to ensure there is a holistic approach to schools competition and it sits 
alongside competition offered within the club and county sectors.  
 
National Contact - LTA 
Jane Stewart, Head of Schools Competitions 
E-mail : jane.stewart@lta.org.uk  Tel : (0208) 487 7030 
 
National Contact – BSTA 
Alison Connell, BSTA 
E-mail : alison.connell@bsta.org.uk  Tel : (0208) 487 7068 
 
National Contact - Disability Tennis 
Lynn Parker, Disabilities Tennis Manager 
E-mail: Lynn.parker@btf.org.uk  Tel: (0208) 487 7051 
 
Benefits 
The tennis competition framework offers a flexible approach to appropriate competition for all ages and 
abilities from mini tennis, using a variety of balls, rackets and different court sizes, through to the full game 
of tennis.  
 
Key Messages 
 

• Reduce teacher and league secretary workload by focusing on increasing efficiency of 
communication 

 
• Provide localised, appropriate competition for schools 

 
• Increase participation by 15% by 2008 
 
• To improve communication between LTA and schools (as per target set by questionnaire findings) 
 
• Whatever the shape of our new competition structure there should be a strong team emphasis all 

the way through 
 
• Consistency: Everyone working towards a common goal, standardisation of competition and 

creation of a clear competition framework 
 
Supporting Resources 
These include a full guide for Competition Mangers which is available online at www.lta.org.uk  as well as 
in a hard copy format. To encourage a flexible range of competition, the LTA has produced a CD-ROM 
aimed at teachers, county tennis offices and volunteers.  

mailto:jane.stewart@lta.org.uk
mailto:alison.connell@bsta.org.uk
mailto:Lynn.parker@btf.org.uk
http://www.lta.org.uk/


 
 
The Framework 
 

Key Stage 2 (7-9) Key Stage 2 (9-11) Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 

Multi-skills Festivals 
Rackets Festivals 
At school 
All players 
 
Introductory elements: 
Rallying, throwing 
introduce tennis equipment 
3 times per year  

Year 4 Team Competition 
– Mini Red 
Primary Clusters 
Mixed players 
 
Tie Break Scoring 
4 per team (>1 team per 
school) 
Summer 
 

Year 8 Team League 
 
Partnership Based  
Mixed, Boys and Girls 
Team  
 
Short Scoring 
8 players per team 
Summer 

Year 10 Team League 
 
Partnership Based  
Mixed, Boys and Girls 
Team 
  
Short Set Scoring 
8 players per team 
Summer 

Introductory Team 
Competition – Mini Red 
Between Primary Cluster 
Boy & Girls Together 
Hosted at local secondary 
Tie Break Scoring 
6-10 per team 
Spring 

Year 5 Team Competition 
– Mini Red 
Primary Clusters 
Boys & Girls Separate 
Events 
Tie Break Scoring 
4 per team (>1 team per 
school) 
Summer 

Team Slam Events 
 
Schools rotate to 
organise 
Mixed Team 
 
Tie Break Scoring 
Up to 24 players 
Summer 

Senior Students  
 
Partnership Based  
Mixed, Boys and Girls 
Team 
 
Short Set Scoring 
4 players per team 
Autumn and Spring 

 Year 6 Team Competition 
– Mini Orange 
Primary Clusters 
Boys & Girls Separate 
Events 
Tie Break Scoring 
4 per team (>1 team per 
school) 
Summer 

  

* for further information on Mini Tennis Red, Orange & Green go to www.arielminitennis.com   
 
Delivery 
 

• County Tennis Development Teams will be available to work with and assist Partnership 
Development Managers and Competition Managers in implementing the framework and new 
competition structure  

• Further details are available from your local LTA County office at 
http://www.lta.org.uk/Community/Counties/ 

• Information and entry forms can be downloaded at 
lta.org.uk/playandcompete/competitiveplay/featuredtournaments/schools 

 

http://www.arielminitennis.com/
http://www.lta.org.uk/Community/Counties/


 
Working with the Competition Managers 
 
Key points of contact for Competition Managers  
To ensure clear lines of communication the first point of contact for the Competition Managers will be the 
LTA Tennis Managers and Club Development Officers. All contact information can be found at 
http://www.lta.org.uk/Community/Counties/
  
Existing Data Sources 
 
Contact E-mail / Tel Link to website 
Jane Stewart  
Head of Schools 
Competitions 
 

jane.stewart@lta.org.uk
0208 487 7030 

Schools Competition 
http://www.lta.org.uk/PlayAndCompete/FeaturedCompetition/
School/default.htm?BSMGuid=0db3ba40-ac76-4133-b842-
b6ecaf0ff4d9 
 

Alison Connell 
BSTA 
 

alison.connell@bsta.org.uk
0208 487 7068 

Schools & BSTA 
http://www.lta.org.uk/Community/Schools/
 

Lynn Parker 
Disabilities Tennis 
Manager 

Lynn.parker@btf.org.uk
0208 487 7051 

BTF – Learning Disability, Deaf and Wheelchair Tennis 
http://www.btf.org.uk/
 

 
 
The most effective way for us to support Senior Competition Managers and Competition Managers 
 

• Is through our Tennis Manager and Club Development officer network as shown above 
• They are working in SSPs linked to clubs and have support resources to help in the delivery of 

tennis and competitions at all ages 
 
 
Key Aims for the future of British Tennis 
 

1. Getting the best coaches working with the best talent in the best facilities 
 
2. Providing the best technical and sports science support and advice in the most accessible way, to 

the right people when they need it 
 
3. Establishing a straightforward, high-quality competitive framework that gives juniors the 

stimulus they need to get on, and stay on, the winning pathway  
 
 
Key work for Competition Managers in the next 12 months 
 

The LTA need your help in achieving this aim and your input will be most valuable. By 
introducing and developing competition within the partnerships at school level, pupils of all 
ages and abilities will be given the opportunity to step onto the first rung of the winning 
pathway. 
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